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UNIVERSAL TRUTH MARRIAGE CEREMONY 

Introduction : 

‘Iruth ii the essence of Universal life. The essence of Religion.. 

Alt happiness in this world, h the offspring of eternal truth- 

All (human) Happiness depends on truth. In its absence there is only unhappiness and 
Darkness. 

Truth is almighty. (sa)it easily expose untruth and deceit . 

Only truth prevails '* 

Mahatma J^huJe, who wrote the above in Marathi prose, devoted his entire life in the 
search of truth. Later Mahatma Gandhi too, followed in his footsteps. Mahatma Phule 
established Sarvajanilc Satya Dharma {The Universal religion of Truth) in IB73. Later 
he wroie the hook called ‘Sarvajanik Satya Dharma* in the year 1889, 

According to him there is only one creator or Nirmik and he being Omnipresent, 
Omnipotent, Omniscient that is Sarvavyapi, Sarvashaktiman, Sarvadny* he is present 
m everyone. Since he» (he creator of everything in this universe, humans have nothing to 
otfer him. which 1S not created by him. Hene* the only thing that can be offered to him is 
good deeds and conduct by humans towards other human beings and towards everything 
thai he has created. According to Mahatma Phule, prayers or material goods cannot 
appease ihe crater. According to him, one should help the hand, capped, the downtrodden 
and all beings and things created by him, which includes conservation of nature, that is 
plants, animals, etc. 

Mahatma Phulc was a great visionary and a social reformer. His work has no parallel in 
the history of modem India. 

Brothers and sisters, in his lifetime, Mahatma Phule undertook, another wonderful task, 
he re-established ihe local ceremonies of the aboriginal people of Maharashtra. In his 
Tj *’ l [ Sarvajawk Satya Dharma’ he has giver methods to perform rituals from birth 
™ dcrtth J , 1 h f ' s ' mnlc and rneani "^I and adapted from age old customs and rituals 
practiced by the aboriginal people of Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra PVadesh He 
vehemently opposed all superstitions, inequity and of misdeeds conducted in the name 
ot religion. He was against people who used pood as a commoditv to earn a livelihood 
Some may say (hat religion is important to prevent immoral behaviour in society, but 
Mahatma Jot irao Phule said that religion should not be used to deceive and fool gullible 
god rearing people nor should useless and undignified rituals and customs be followed 
which lower the sanctity and dignity of all human beings and the Creator himself. 

His revolutionary I hough ts have given strength and honour to the social history of 
Maharashtra and will help generations even in the 2 1 st century to follow in his fool steps 
in the Search of Truth. 
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Universal Truth (Satya Shodhak) Marriage Ceremony 

This marriage ceremony is based on the Marriage ceremonies, performed by the majority 
of local people of the Deccan, mostly from Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. 

The Ceremony 

1) Welcome : 

Five prominent and elderly representatives from the brides and bridegrooms side are invited 
to the dais and felicitated by people of both the parties by offering them garlands, shawls 
etc. and are introduced to all the guests. 

The master of ceremonies ,the singers etc are also felicitated and introduced to the guests. 

2) Ushering of Bride and Bride groom : 

The master of ceremonies requests the brides and bride grooms maternal uncle and aunt, 
and friends to usher the couple on to the stage. 

They are introduced to the guests. 

3) Lighting of the ceremonial fire : 

The ceremonial fire in the ceremonial vessel is lighted by the master of ceremonies. 

Small pieces of Sandal wood are given to the bride and bridegroom and they are requested 
to put them in the lighted fire and asked to take this vow:- 

“We now banish from our minds all negative and evil thoughts , so that we can perform our 
marriage ceremony with pure and clear minds . As a symbolic gesture we offer these Sandal 
wood to the fire. Now all our evil and bad thoughts are burnt in the fire and as the fragrance 
of burning Sandal Wood pieces sweetness the air, our minds shall become purified. ” 

4) Seven Vows (Seven Steps) : 

The master of ceremonies then requests the, bride and groom to hold hands and walk side 
by side (not one after the other) around the ceremonial fire seven times and take seven 
vows as follows during each round. 

1 . First round : We will devote our lives with love and care for each other. 

2. Second round : We will protect and try to conserve all life created by the creator 

and help the week and helpless to the best of our ability. 

3. Third round : We will treat each other and every human being with honour and 

respect. 

4. Fourth round : We shall never discriminate on the bases of race, religion, cast or 

gender. 

5. Fifth round : We shall always respect dignity of labour and. work hard to fulfil 

our lives dreams and become useful and helpful human beings. 

6. Sixth round : We shall think rationally and strive to keep our bodies and minds 

healthy. 
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7. Seventh round : We shall strive to become healthy, wealthy and wise so that we 
have the capability and worth to look after and groom the new life 
which we may bring into this world. 

5) Marriage Ceremonial Song : 

The master of ceremonies will then request the bride and the bridegroom to sit on chairs 
placed on the dais. The master of ceremonies, along with the singers will then start reciting 
the Ceremonial Song. 

This will be recited in the traditional style. After every verse of the 
Ceremonial Song she will recite ‘Shubha Mangal Savadhan’. Friends and close relatives 
standing on the dais and sitting in the front rows around the dais will shower flower petals 
onto the bride and bridegroom. 

The meaning of this Ceremonial Song is given here in brief 

• The bride says - 

“Give me love darling treat me as your partner 
Always strive for the betterment of each other 
Never undermine the status of a woman 

Always remember that the wife is the driving force of every husband 

• The bridegroom says - 

“Other women are like my sisters you only my darling 
In the presence of everyone today l have made you my own. 

We are like the wheels of our family chariot 

Let us keep them rolling together to enable us to reach our destiny”. 

•The bride and bridegroom say together - 

“We together will move ahead on the road to progress. 

We will keep superstitions at bay and walk die road of truth 

We will remember to keep the honour of our family society and country 

If we commit any mistakes we will correct them promptly”. 

• The people who have gathered to bless the couple will say- 
“Today you begin your married life , always be happy 

We wish you to always progress in your life 

We wish you to always speak the truth and do good deeds in your life. 

We wish you to always work to honour your parents and society 
We wish you always leaded a happy and successful life 
Always remember to do good deeds in your life. 

These are our good wishes to you on this happy occasion. 

We wish you both happiness and prosperity throughout your life. 

Blessings to you, blessings for your happy and prosperous wedded life”. 
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6) Oath : 

After this the master of ceremonies will request the bride and bridegroom to repeat an 
oath. 

• The Bride will say - 

“fa the presence of all present today and with the remembrance of the creator , I take this 
oath - that form today I accept you as my husband. I shall always treat you with love and 
respect . I shall always be there with you in your sorrow and in your happiness. I shall 
remain loyal to you and love you forever”. 

• The Bridegroom will say - 

In the presence of all present today and with the remembrance of the creator , / take this 
oath - that form today I accept you as my wife. I shall always treat you with love and 
respect. I shall always be there with you in your sorrow and in your happiness. I shall 
remain loyal to you and love you forever. ” 

7) Exchange of the garlands : 

The Master of ceremony will handover the garlands and bouquets to the bride and 
bridegroom. The bride and bridegroom will now Garland each other and present bouquets 
to each other. 

8) Exchange of the Necklaces : 

The Bridegroom will put the necklace around the neck of the bride; the bride will then 
offer the Bridegroom a chain to be worn around his neck. 

The master of ceremonies will then declare that the bride and bride groom are married. 

9) Vote of Thanks : 

Master of ceremonies will then request the bride and the bridegroom to thank everyone 
present. 

The bride and the bridegroom will thank the master of ceremonies and all present with 
folded palms and say that they thank every one for being present for their marriage and for 
giving them their blessings. 


* 


The marriage ceremony will end. 


Benefits of the Universal Truth Marriage Ceremony 

I • This method encourages inter-cast, inter- religious, marriages. Thus helping to 
eradicate the evils of cast system and helps religious harmony. 

2. Opposes the Dowery System which causes injustice and brings tremendous 
unhappiness and misery to women. 

3. Opposes the unscientific Astrology , matching of horoscopes, conducting manages 
on so claimed auspicious days and time etc. 

4. This marriage can be conducted on any convenient day of the year and at any 
convenient time. 

5. Making unwarranted silly egoistic demands and creating fuss over non fulfilment 
of the same are not considered gracious in this dignified marriage ceremony. 

6. This marnage ceremony is very meaningful, comprehensible and simple. 

7. Any respectable person can conduct this ceremony. A priest is not necessary. 
Saves Time and Money. 

8. The vows of commitment to be equal and loyal and the oath the couples take helps 
them to enter into a healthy relation for life. 

This marriage ceremony is not drab like many registered marriages. There is a meaningful 

ntual in which every one participates and enjoys. ^ 
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